EVA STALIN IAS ACADEMY - BEST IAS COACHING IN CHENNAI
12/24, Muthurangan Muthali St, West Tambaram, Chennai - 600045

https://www.evastaliniasacademy.in/

Contact Number - +91-8678969915, +91-9940332851

Sikkim flood death
count mounts to 14

100 people, including 22 Armymen, vet to be located: 11 bridges washed

away; key national highway in very bad state; 26 relief camps set up

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he confirmed death
T toll from the flash

floods in Sikkim
rose to 14 on Thursday
with 102 people, including
22 Army personnel, still
missing after the glacier-
fed Lhonak lake in north
Sikkim triggered a flash
flood in the Teesta river ba-
sin on Wednesday.

The floods have severely
damaged the Chungthang
dam that is the mainstay of
a key hydropower project,
the Teesta-3, situated along
the Teesta river that cours-
es through Sikkim, West
Bengal and Bangladesh.

The State government
has set up 26 relief camps
in the four affected dis-
tricts, the Sikkim State Dis-
aster Management Author-
ity said on Thursday, with
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Herculean task: Army personnel trying to recover trucks buried in

slush after the flash floods in north Sikkim. ANI

at least 1,025 people taking
shelter in the eight relief
camps in Gangtok district.

The flood destroyed 11
bridges in the State, with
eight bridges getting
washed away in Mangan
district alone. Two bridges
were destroyed in Namchi

and one in Gangtok.

The National High-
way-10, considered the life-
line of the State, sustained
extensive damage at sever-
al places.
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Sikkim flood death
count rises to 14

Water pipelines, sewage lines and 277 houses,
bath kascheha and concrete, have been destroyed
In the four affected districes. Chungthang wwn
bare the maximum brunt of the flood with 0% of
I petting severely affected.

On Thursday, Panka| Agrawal, Secretary, Minis-
ry of Power, convened an emergency meeting o
ascertain damage o projects operated by the Na-
tonal Hydropower Corporation (NHPC). All bridg-
es downstream the TeestaV hydropower stathon
were submerged or washed out, disrupting com-
i cathon.

“The floodwater overtopped the dam of the
Teesta ¥V power staton [510 MW]. All connecting
roads to the project sites as well as parts of the re-
sidential colony have been severely damaged,” the
Power Mindstry sabd in a statement. “Presently the
power statlon ks shut and not generating any elec-
mriciny”

The Teesta 3 power project s not operated by
the NHPC.

Omne NHPC employee at the Teesta V power sia-
ton lost his life. Al of the organdsaton's other per-
sommel at the site were safe.

Works on the under-construction Teesta VI
(500 MW) of the NHPC were disrupied with water
entering into the powerhouse and transformer
cavern. Dams and hydropower profects in down-
siream West Bengal were not significantly affected
bt weere kepit shiut from heavy siltation that resuli-
ed from the floodwaters.

“The NHPC is making all possible efforts to
mualniain supply of essential commodities such as
food, medicine and electricity,” sald the Power
Minlstry.

Exact trigger not clear
The South Lhonak lake In northern Sikkim s sit-
uated abour 5,200 meires above sea level. Sclen-
tsts have previously warned that the lake had
been expanding over years, possibly from the
melting of the loe at its head. Nearly half the Lake
was drained out, according to a press stalement
by the Matbonal MHsaster Management Authority
(NDMA). This was likely cansed by an “avalanche
from the lce-capped feature™

There |s still uncertalnty on the exact trigger
for the Flacial lake cuthurst, as the phenomenon
s called with suggesthons that excessive rain or an
earthquake might have been a trigger. With heavy
raln in the regon, the India Meteorological De-
partment has forecast rain il kate Friday.
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Norway's
Jon Fosse
wins Nobel

for literature

Agence France-Presse

STOCKHOLM

Norway's Jon Fosse, whose
plays are among the most
widely staged of any con-
temporary playwright in
the world, won the Nobel
Prize in literature on
Thursday.

The Swedish Academy
said the 64-year-old was
honoured “for his innova-
tive plays and prose which
give voice to the unsaya-
ble”.

Written in Norwegian
Nynorsk language, Mr
Fosse’s oeuvre spans a va-
riety of genres — plays, no-
vels, poetry collections, es-
says, children's books and
translations, the jury not-
ed. His major works in-

clude Boath-
OUSE and
Melancholy | A
and II. - 1

CONTINUED ON ¥

Norway’s Jon Fosse wins
Nobel for literature

=1 am overwhelmed and graveful. I see this as an
award to the lreranure that first and foremost akms
o be lreramure, without other conslderations,”
Mr. Fosse sald In a statement.

The chalrman of the Nobel commimes, Anders
Olssomn, told reporters thar Mr. Fosse had come o
be regarded as an innovator through his =ability o
evoke... loss of ortentaton, and how this paradios-
bcally can provide access to a deeper experlence,
chose to divinlry .

After smudying liserarure, he made his debut in
1963 with the novel Red, Black, which moves back
and forth in time and berween perspectives.

His latest book, Sepology, a seml-aumohlo-
graphical magnum opus — seven parts spread
across three volumes — runs to 1,250 pages with-
out a singbe full stop. The thind volume was shor-
tisted for the 2002 International Booker Prize.
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After a pandemic surge, maternal
deaths fell sharply in T.N. last year

MMR in Tamil Nadu surged to 90 per one lakh live births during 20212022 when the pandemic was raging and dropped to 52 per one lakh

live births during 2022-2023; Health Minister Ma. Subramanian attributes this to improvements in infrastructure and healthcare services

CHENNAI

amil Nadu's Mater-

nal Mortality Ratio

(MMR) had surged
to 90 per one lakh live
births during 20212022,
due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, and dropped to 52
per one lakh live births
during 2022-2023.

Health Minister Ma.
Subramankan gave out this
data at an event to mark
the collaboration between
the State’s Directorate of
Public Health and Preven-
tive Medicine (DPH) with
Singapore Health Services
and Singapore Internation-
al Foundation (SIF), for im-
parting training on com-
bined obstetric
resuscitation emergencies
and enhancing maternal
and child health services in
Tamil Nadu on Thursday.

The Minister sald every
year, nearly 10 lakh preg-
nancles were recorded in
the State. Improvements in
Infrastructure and health-
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The Directorate of Public Health and Pr

A

Medicine is collab

g with Singapore Health

Services and Singapore International Foundation for imparting training on ‘combined obstetric
resuscitation emergencies and enhandng matemnal and child bealth services’. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

care services enabled the
drop in MMR.

Health officdals  ex-
plained thar T.N’s MMR
had surged in 2021202
due to COVID-19. There
were more or bess the same
number of live births dur-
Ing 2021-2022 and 2022-
2023 — about 920 lakh.

In 2021-2022, of 827 ma-
ternal deaths, 250 were
due to COVID-19. The rise
was primarily because of
second wave of COVID-19.
The number of maternal
deaths recorded during
20222023 was 479, as CO-
VID-19 cases came under
control, officlals explained.

The Minister sald that
the collaboration was
almed at further reducing
maternal and newborn
deaths in the State. Singa-
pore had a MMR of 10 per
one kakh live births. Thelr
training  methodologies
and treatment modalities
would be beneficlal. Under

this collsboration, Tamil
Nadu doctors and nurses
were being trained In
emergency obstetrics and
newbom resuscitation.

Edgar Pang, Consul-
General of the Republic of
Singapore In Chennal; Vi-
Jaya Rao, director, Singa-
pore Health Services; and
Shephali Tagore, senior
consultant, KK Women’s
and Children Hospital, Sin-
gapore, were present. T.S.
Selvavinayagam, Director
of Public Health and Pre-
ventive Medicine, was also
present.

Mr. Subramanian sald
that dengue cases were un-
der control in the State. Till
date, the State has report-
ed 4,703 cases. A total of
420 people were currenty
undergoing treatment In
hosplrals.

Medical colleges

In 2011, former Chief Minis-
ter M. Karunanidhi an-
nounced that there should
be one medical college in
every district. As of now,

there are 36 government
medical colleges. Six dis-
wicts, Including newly
created ones, do not have
medical colleges.

The Natonal Medical
Commission’s (NMC) re-
cent  notification  has
brought In certain restric-
tions on the opening of
new medical colleges. The
State has already put for-
ward the need to establish
new medical colleges In
Maylladuthural, Tenkasi,
Perambalur, Ranipet, Tiru-
partur, and
Kancheepuram.

“The Health Secretary Is
in New Delht for a budget
discussion. He will meet
the Unlon Health Minister
or the secretary about our
previous demand as well as
the NMC's stand,” he told
reporters.

Officlals of the DPH, P.
Vadivelan, A. Somasunda-
ram, C. Sekar, J. Nirmal-
son, and V.K. Palanl, prin-
cipal of the Health and
Family Welfare Training
Centre, were present.
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Hitachi’s innovation
centre opens in Chennai

L= 9 1
M. K S greets Claudio Facchin, CEO of Hitachi Energy.
T.R.2.Rajaa, Minister for Industries, is also seen. s VEDHAN

Hitachi Energy launched its energy generation un-
I in Tamil Nadu In February this year, and Thurs-
day’s event was lts continuation, he sakd.

Tamil Nadu is the second largest economy In
Indta, and leads on several parameters of Indus-
trial growth. “We aspire not only to sustain this
rend but also to grow further; for this, we are
making efforts to attract Investments on a large
scale,” Mr. Stalin said.

To attract investments, T.N. Is creating sector-
spedific parks with world-class Infrastructure, he
sald. Mr. Stalin sald the State unvelled sector-spec-
ific policies and schemes, including the Research
and Development Policy, beskdes policies for In-
dustrial parks, innovation hubs and skill develop-
ment centres.

“Since we unvelled the Tamil Nadu Research
and Development Policy, 2022, in July last year,
there has been a drastic Increase in the number of
research and development, innovation, and glo-
bal capabllity centres opening up in the State, re-
sulting in the creation of tremendous opportuni-
des for Industrialists, academics and start-ups,”
he sald.

“We will be hosting the Global Investors Meet
In January, with companies like Hitachi, and I
hope that you will be able to bring similar Japa-
nese companies to the summit,” he sakd.

Strategic Investment

“This centre in Chennal Is a strategic Investment
that accelerates innovation, digitalisadon, and en-
gineering capabilities to support our customers in
advancing the world's energy systems to be more
sustainable, flexible and secure,” sald Claudio Fac-
chin, CEO, Hitachi Energy.

Equality and identity
Equitable distribution of resources must
ot be by accentuating caste identitv

he significance of Bihar conducting a

caste survey and publishing a caste-wise

count of its populston B quite mmense.
The survey, which had all the trappings of a cen-
sus, complete with a two-stage process of howss-
listing followed by the eliciting of Informaton
from ithe households, has shown that 63% of Bi-
har's 13 crore populaton belong o castes Hsted
under the Extremely Backward Classes (EBC) and
Oaher Backward Classes (DBC) categories. The
socko-economic profiles of the people have ako
been recorded, but are yet to be revealed. At the
national level, it may give a boost to the polideal
demand for a country-wide caste census and
push the judical discourse towards reconslder-
Ing the 50% legal celling on total reservation in
education and government services. In terms of
party polithcs, it may open a new chapter in the
rraditional conflict between the BJP seeking 1o
consolidare all sectons of Hindus into one mas-
slve support hase and other parties banking on
different sectlons of the OBCs. At a time when
Hindutva is seen o have trumped partbes thar
banked on OBC assertion, Influentdal soclal
ETOUPS M3y now sense an opporundry o lever-
age thedr slze to get thelr Interests advanced by
the political class. On the legal side, the numbers
may be utilised to present the sortof ‘quantfiable
data’ thar the judiclary has been asking for 1o jus-
tify the levels of reservarion obtalning in various
States.

Bihar's exerclse marks a precedent on how a
caste count should be conducted. The methodol-
ogy Included giving a code o each of the 214
castes in the State's Hsts of castes. Sub-castes and
sects were ldentified n advance and subsumed
under a broader caste name. This meant that the
enumerators could assign a code o any caste
name given by a respondent. A majoe reason for
the Undon government not releasing the caste-re-
lated detalls of lts 2011 Soclo-economic and Caste
Census” was that the data it ylelded was too con-
fusing and unwiebdy. As many as 46 lakh castes
were named by the people, presumably because
they gave castes, sub-castes, sects, clans, and sur-
names when asked 1o name thelr castes. While
there are functlonal and practical advantages o
knowing exact caste numbers, (¢ is not o be for-
gotten that the larger goal of the Constinstion re-
mains the artalnment of a casteless soclety. Affir-
mative acton indead helps address nequites in
soclery. The state must also look for ways to en-
sure equality of opportunity and equitable distri-
bution of resources withour acceniuatng caste
dentdry.
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Inspiring colours

Chemisiry Nobel Prize goes to irio that
msde artificial atoms”

ravelling In a bus can be an enpovable ex-
perience f you have your own seat, the
vehlcle is mot crowded, and there s a nbce
breese. But if the bus |s packed with people, you
can get lrritable. Something similar happens o
aroms: if they are contakned in a vessel at a bow
density, they behave In a certain way, but If they
are packed densely rogether, with lintle moving
gpace, something new happens. The 2003 Nobel
Prize in Chemistry has been awarded 1o three pe-
ople who found out what happens. Technically,
they have been sebected for discovering and refin-
g quantum dots — small crystals a few nano-
metres wide. Each quantum dot has only a few
thousand atoms (whereas a single droplet of wa-
ter can have a sextillion). And because the aroms
are packed =0 closely together in the dot, thelr
electrons are very chose to each other. In this set-
tng, the laws of quantum mechankes describe
the behaviowr of quanmim dots — so much so thar
an entire dot can mimic the behaviour of an
atom. The dots have another famous property. If
you shine some light on a quantum dot, Irwill ab-
sorb and re-emit that light ar a different frequen-
cy (or colour) depending on ks size. Smaller dois
emit light of higher frequency (bluer) and vice
versa. 5o, a quantum dot made of some material
would respond in one way whereas a quanium
dot made of the same material but smalber would
respond differently. For these reasons, quanum
dits have found many applications in ransistors,
lasers, medical imaging, and quanmim compast-
Imez_ In 1981, Abexel Eldmeov, then working in the
Sovdet Undon, first syntheslsed quanium dots “fro-
zen” Inslde glass. Two years later, Louls Brus sym-
thesised quanmum dots in a solutkon in the US.,
and worked our thelr quantum-physbcal proper-
des. Finally, Moungl Bawendl, whose work on
quanium dots began as a student under Dr. Brus,
found a way 1o make guantum dots of high qual-
Ity in an easy and reliable way in 1993 For thelr
contributions, they have shared the Mobel Prize.
Some of the mos fascinatng schentfic disoov-
erbes, for all their techndcal sophistieation, are ac-
mally innocuous in thelr appeal. Quanmum dots
are one such. Understanding why they behave
the way they do requires specialised knowledge
of quanmum mechanics, bur quantum mechanles
do not dictate thedr behaviour. Dr. Ekimos him-
self was insplred by the colours In stalned glass.
Whille quanium dots light up LED screens and the
location of & tumour that needs to be removed, it
b Important not to lose skght of the colours — the
reds, the greens, and the blues — and whatever
mire they might inspire.
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Dipika, Harinderpal add more
golden lustre to India’s campaign

The squash duo digs deep into its reserves 1o claim the mixed doubles gold in a tighe contest against Malaysias Aifa and

Svafig: Ghosal dinches a silver. his fifth consecutive singles medal in the continental showpiece since his debut in 2006

Mixed fortunes: Dipka and Harinderpal qualied the Malaygian chalionge in straight ames 30 taka tho top prize. Right: Ghosal could not Sustain the momentum
after winning the first game in the summit ciash. pn

ASIAN GAMES

Uthra Ganesan
HANGZHOU

our bronze, one sil-
F ver and four edi-

tions since  her
Asian Games debut in 2010
hater, Dipika Pallikal fnally
finally had a gold o her
name, teaming up with old
friend Harinderpal Sandhu
to claim the mixed doubles
and India's second squash
gold here, winning 140, 11
10 against Malaysia’s Aifa
Binti Azman and Mohd.
Syafiq  Kamal in 35
minutes.

The duo had to dig deep
into its reserves and expe-
rience to survive crucial
maments in both games as

Harinderpal got his second
okl here after the men's
team final.

drawing board and see
what went wrong at that
time but for now, we will

The first game was 3 just enjoy ourselves,
rollercoaster withthe kad  ka said about the second
switching hands every cou-  game.

ple of points before the In-

dians saved two game balls  Answering critics

to win, the second saw  The medal was also her
them dominate and race to response to many critics
ag93 the Malay- h ftness

sians fought back, reeling
seven stragght points to go
ahead 10-9. But the Indian
pair hung tight, saved the
game seven times as the
point kept getting replayed
before getting the final two
to seal the win.

*To be hanest, it's a
complete blur. The only
thing | remember, and Har-
ryalso Lam sure, is the kst
point and how we won it.
We will go back o the

and suitability for 3 tough
outing. “We sacrifice a Iot
of things but that doesn't
mean we have to give up
on our dreams. It i very
impartant for women to
feel empowered and to
know that it's ok to take
time off, have kids and
«come back to the sport.
“The gt will always be
there of leaving them but [
know | am doing someth-
img worthwhile and that

when they grown up, they
will know their mother
wasnt  holidaying  in
Hangzhou but working to
win a medal for the coun-
wy and *  she
insisted.

Harinderpal on his part

quipped that it felt like be-
ing on court with a teacher
when things weren't going
smoothly.
“We started OK, then we
lost the lead and | wasnt
doing so well on court. 1
was ke the kid in schoal
who loses track and then
the teacher comes — she's
abways there in the ear and
put me back on track ™

In men's singles, there
was no fairytale finish for
Saurav Ghosal. It was the
one prize missing from his
cabinet and despite his

best efforts, Ghosal had to
settle for his second silver
and fifth consecutive sin-
gles medal, going down
119, 941, 541, 711 to Malay-
sia's Eain Yow Ng.

Proud

The most decorated Indian
athlete in the sport with 2
medal in every edition be
has participated in since
his Asian Games debut in
2006 was prowd of his per-
formance.

“That's the one medal |
really wanted and 1 put in
everything. | don't know if
1 am going to have another
shot but if this is the hst
ane, 1 can be proud of the
fact | gave it everything
and 1 don't think I could
have given more.” he de-
clared.

rass

Super She: Jyothi Surekha, Pameet, Adt, Of

their reward after the twin success on Thersday. 71

Indian compound archery
teams’ domination complete

HANGZHOU

With the scores tied at 200
each, Indian archers need-
ed to hit three perfect 10s
in 4 row 1o stay alive in the
compound women's team
final at the Fuyang Arem.

First, Parneet Kaur hit a
10 before Aditi Swami and
Jyothi Surekha followed
suit with 10s to put the
pressure back on Chinese
Taipei. Taipei dipped up
with the first arrow which
assured India's gold medal
and it won 230-229.

Later, the trio of Abhish-
ek Verma, Ofas Pravin Deo-
tale and Prathamaesh Jaw-
kar woa the men’s team
ok by beating South Ko-
rea 235230 in the firal.

Treble beckons

The victory took India ar-
chery gold tally to three
and with Abhishek, Ofas
and Jyothi in the fimals of

the men’s and women's in-
dividual events, the tally
could go to five. Jyothi,
who also won the mixed
team fimal on Wednesday,
is on course for treble.

“My goklen girls,” ssid 3
proud Sanjeeva Singh, In-
dia’s high-performance di-
rector of 3 Y-

It was not too long ago
when India and the rest of
the workd feared South Ko-
rea and its ruthless arch-
ers.

“South Korea fear us in
compound archery now.”
said Abhishek, who was
part of the team which
won India its first gold in
archery at the Asian Games
in 2010,

“When | started in
2004, there were just four
compound archers in the
country. Now there are ov-
er 10,0008 added
Abhishek.

India is in the midst of a
phenomenal run this year

2, Prathamezh and Abhishak Vorma strike 3 posa with

after its success in the
World Cups and World
Champioaships. [n the
World championships in
Berkin, India won its mai-
den three gold medals at
the level to finish top of the
medals tally for the first
time.

However, compound ar-
chery is still not part of the
Olympic programme with
an application being sent
by World Archery for the
archery foem to be includ-
ed in the Los Angeles 2028
programme.

*Thope it comes in 2028
in indoor form and we will
be the first to win gold"
prochimed 3 confident
Sanjeewa. “For any Olym-
pic medal, you need to
work eight years behind
and 1 have been working
for 20 years. And by the
time, compound archery is
introduced to the Olym-
pics, we will be ready.”
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